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AMFNDED CLAIMS 

1-5 (Cancelled) 

6 (Currently Amended) iWo fo n acco r ding t o rfc-Hffi-4, Ajai^gcticnfor 
gtrgtch^ fabric false partitions affixed to a mo. mting surface, said rail seci ion 
comprising: 

„ q ,~ H*fin»d bv an internal wing, an external wing and a base; 

^ a d K *nt to the ^ «*u» and separating the external wing 

from a rr ni mtin g surface; 

, - r ; nt inH nHinn * Ho. and a fl - p oronve said flap exten ding, 

nirtward from **' d external ™ 'n n toward said mounting surface; 

-„i ,. r hamn ^ned and con ^gured to nlnch the fabric of the falso partfton 
between said lip and said internal wina: 

^^herein the H P js aDprex^ ^lv flat, an internal face of the lip beina 
ap proximate l y parallel to a n external face of the lipj 

wherein the lip has a free edge that is disposed inside the groove. 
7. (Cancelled) 

8 (Currently Amended) Ra ti potion acco r ding to claim 1. A_ralj^2nJor 
stretched fabric false p artitions affixed to a mounting surface, said rail se ction 
comprising: 

a T nnvg defined h y «n internal winn an external wing and a bag s 

an i„ to rv^i a d ja r en t to th « »yte-mal wina and separating the external wing 

from a mo unting surface; 

a h int including a lip, and a flap outsjde the groove said flap extending 
nutward from said «*tamal w ^ g toward said mounting surface ; 



1 



PAGE 5/15 * RCVD AT 122212004 1 1:59:00 AM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/2 * DNIS:8729306 * CSI&312 427 6663 4 DURATION (mm-ss):04-36 



12/22/20 04 11:56 FAX 312 42 7_6663 

/ 



LADAS & PARRY 



®006 



He H^inc sha ped and onnfiaured to pinch the fabric of the false p artjtign 
between sa iri li p and sa id internal wing; r 

wherein the joint has a single lip that extends at an angle of less than 65° with 

respect to the external wing. 

9. (Previously Presented) Rait section according to claim 8, wherein th« lip has a 
free edge that is disposed inside the groove. 

10 (Previously Presented) Rail section according to claim 9. wherein th., lip has a 
free edge of the free edge of the lip is In support against the internal wing cf the 
groove opposite the external wing. 

1 1 . (Cancelled) 

12. (Cancelled) 

13. (Cancelled) 

14. (Currently Amended) Rail sect i on ac cor d i ng to dn im 1 ?. A rail sectu mfgr 
etched fabric false, partitions af f i xed to a m ountin g surface, said rail sect ion 
comprising: 

a groove defined hv an intern al wing, an external wing and a base; 

^ interval *« } ar*rxt to th » evtemal wind and separating the externglwjng 

from a mounting surface; 

a r inf including » "P, »nri a flap outside the groove said flap exten d 
outward from said external wina toward said m ou n ting surface : 

sgid np h.in g signed an H ^nfioured to ninnh the fabric of the false .partition 

between sai d li p and sa id internal wing; 

wherein the lio o" h* j oint compris e »n internal fare orientated towards the 
h«* a nf the aro™» *nd an extern^ nnnosinc face, the internal face and the external 
face of th* j oint not be ina parallel to each other; 

wherein the lip has a free edge that is disposed inside the groove. 

15. (Cancelled) 

1 6 . (Currently Amended) R a il i ,ca i uii ..crn r d in g t n rl nim 1 ? Arall sect on for 
wretched fabr > false nartitions affixed to a mounting si irfaoe, said rail se.rtjgn 
comprising: 

a_ grgoye defined by *n internal win g , a n ex ternal wing and a base ; 
a n interval adjacent tn the external wino and separating the exterr al wing 
from a mounting surface; 
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g joint ■n....H.n f 1 a lio and a fl ap outside the groove , said flap extendi ng 
nutward from s«.H externa) win g ^ward said mounting surface; 

„iH .io being shn p rd and. gQlfelgd pinch the fahric of the false y aMm 
hRtween said li p and sa id internal wing; 

^herein the " P joint com p ri ses an in ternal face orientated tow jirdsthe 
]±l±Jlfthr nrn n->r and an externa! 0™™™ face t he internal face and th t Lj »dernal 
fane of the joint not being parallel to each other;, 

wherein the internal face of the lip extends at an angle less than 65= with 

respect to its external wing. 

17. (Previously Presented) Rail section according to claim 16. wherein Ihe hp has 
a free edge that is disposed inside the groove. 

18 (Previously Presented) Rail section according to claim 17, wherein :he free 
edge of lip is in support against the internal wing of the groove opposite th ■ external 
wing. 

19. (Cancelled) 

20. (Cancelled) 

21 (Currently Amended) RaiU c ol i u.. accor di ng t n rh im ^ A rail sectic njgr 
****** fabric fe i«A nations affi xed to a mounting surface, said rail sec tion 
comprising; 

* g roove define* hv «n internal win g , an external wing and a ba se: 

, n into™*! a riiacent t o thft External win g and s eparating the exte rn jlwing. 
fmm a mounting surface; 

a jojnt including a h p, * °" tsifi « rhe q roove - said flap exten ^ Qa 
outward from said extern al wina toward said mounting surface; 

say jjp K.mn .h,ned and configured to pinch the fahric of the falsjj)artjtjgn 
h a h» e pn ^aid lip and said internal wing; 

wherein the lip comprises a first and a second lip. each lip projecting from 
either one of the internal or external wings of said groove, an internal face of the first 
lip being orientated towards the base of the groove and slanted with respect to at 
least one of the wings, an external face of the second lip opposite the ba se of the 
groove being perpendicular to at least one of the wings. 

22 (Previously Presented) Rail section according to claim 21 , wherein the first hp 
has a free edge that is in support against the internal wing of the groove opposite the 
external wing. 
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23. (Previously Presented) Rail section according to claim 21 , wherein tre internal 
face of the first lip is slanted at an angle of less than 65" with respect to the external 
wing. 

24. (Previously Presented) Rail section according to claim 21 , wherein tr e 
external wing has an extreme portion, the first and second lips projecting from said 
extreme portion. 

25. (Currently Amended) Rai l ooction according to claim 1 , A rail section for 
stretched fabric false partitions affixed to a mounting surface, said rail secthjn 
comprising: 

a groove defined bv an internal wing, an external w ina and a base; 

an interval adjacent to the external wing a nd separating the external wing 
from a mounting surface; 

a j oint including a lip, and a flap outside the groove, said flap extend ng 
outward from said external wing toward said mounting surface; 

said li p being shaped and configured to pinch the fabric of the fals e partition 
between said lip and said internal wing; 

wherein the lip comprises first and second lips, each lip projecting fram one of 
the internal or external wings of said groove and comprising an internal face opposite 
the base of the groove and an external opposing face. 

26. (Previously Presented) Rail section according to claim 25, wherein the first 
and second lips are approximately symmetrical with respect to a plane perpendicular 
to the base of the groove and extending halfway between the internal and axternal 
wings of the groove. 

27. (Previously Presented) Rail section according to claim 25, wherein Ihe internal 
face of at least one of the first and second lips is slanted at an angle of less than 65° 
with respect to the internal or external wing from which the slanted lip extends. 

28. (Previously Presented) Rail section according to claim 25, wherein .he 
external face of at least one of the first and second lips extends perpendicular to 
internal or external wing from which the lips extend. 

29. (Currently Amended) R ail sect i on accord i ng to cla i m s A rail section for 
stretched fabric false partitions affixed to a mounting surface, s aid rail seel ion 
comprising: 

a groove defined by an internal wing, an ex ternal wing and a base; 
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an interval adjacent to the external wing and separating the external A/\r\Q 
from a mounting surface: 

a joint including a lip, and a flap outside the groove, said flap extendi ig 
outward from said external wing toward said mounting surface; 

said lip being shaped and configured to pinch the fabric of the false cartition 
between said lip and said internal wing; 

wherein the cross-section of said groove is in general shaped like a V or U, 
the extreme portions of the lateral walls of the groove opposit e the base wall of the 
groove defining an opening at least partially sealed off by the joint retaining the edge 
of the stretched fabric: 

wherein the Internal and external wings are made of an approximate y rigid 
material selected from the group comprising metal alloys and rigid polymen;, the joint 
being made of a substantially flexible material, such as a flexible polymer. 

30. (Currently Amended) Rail-s ection accord i ng - to - c l a i m 1, A rail section for 
stretched fabric false partitions affixed to a mounting surface, said rail section 
comprising: 

a groove defined by an internal wing, an external wina and a base: 

an interval adjacent to the external wing and separating the externa] wjnfl 
from a mounting surface: 

a joint including a lip, and a flap outside the groove, said flap extend ng 
outward from said external wing toward said mounting surface: 

said lip being shaped and configured to pinch the fabric of the falsej partition 
between said lip and said internal wing; 

wherein the rail section is obtained by co-extrusion or duplicate moulding of 
different materials, namely a first material constituting the substantially rigic internal 
and external wings and a second material constituting the joint. 

31 . (Previously Presented) Rail section according to claim 30, wherein t ie internal 
and external wings are made of a rigid PVC-based material, the joint being made of 
a flexible PVC, 

32. (Currently Amended) R ai l s e ct i on acco reti ng to claim 1, A rail sectior for 
stretched fabric false partitions affixed to a mounting surface, sa id rail section 
comprising: 

a groove defined by an internal wing, an external wing and a base; 
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an interval adjacent to the external wina and separ ating the external wng 
from a mounting surface; 

a joint Including a lie and a fiao outside th e groove, said flap extend]^ 
outward from said external wing toward said mounting surface; 

said lip being shaoed and configured to Pi nch the fabric of the false partition 
between said lip and said internal wing; 

wherein said internal wing is approximately parallel to a lower portion of the 
external wing, and an upper portion of the external wing comprising a C-shuped 
groove able to receive means for assembling two rail sections. 

33. (Cancelled) 

34. (Cancelled) 

35. (Currently Amended) Eateo- wall accord i ng to claim 34, A false wall comprising 
a stretched fabric fixed along its edges to a suppo rt fixed onto a mounting s urface in 
a room, said support comprising a rail formed of rail sections ac cording to claim 1 . 
wherein the edge of said fabric is provided with an exces s thickness taking support 
against an Internal face of the joint; 

wherein said false wall is and used as a false ceiling, t he groove for the rail 
section being oriented downwards, the internal and external win as of the groove 
being approximately vertical, the external wing of the groove be ing mounted close to 
the mounting surface and the internal wing of the groove being sit uated tov/ards the 
inside of the room, the external wina having a lower ex treme portion, the jcjnt 
extending from said lower extreme portion, the excess thickness of the edcie of the 
fabric being forcefully introduced upwards between a free e dge of the joint and the 
internal wing of the groove so that said excess thickness takes su pport bolh against 
an internal face of the joint and an internal face of the internal win g of the ciroove, the 
fabric stretched horizontally being thus deviated upwards so as to penetrale into the 
groove of the rail section whilst taking support on a low er extreme edge of the 
internal wing of the groove; 

wherein the internal and external wings of the groove have approximately 
identical heights, an external face of the joint being disposed perpendicular to the 
internal and external wings, and in the continuity of the stretched fabric. 
36-39 (Cancelled) 
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40. (Currently Amended) Rail ooction according to claim 5, A rail section for 
stretched fabric false partitions affixed t o a mounting surface, said rail secern 
comprising: 

a groove defined bv an internal wing, an external wing and a base; 

an interval adjacent to the external wina an d separating the external wing 

from a mounting surface; 

a joint including a lip, and a flap outside the groove, said flap extend ng. 
outward from said external wing toward said mounting surface; 

said lin being shaped and configured to pinch the fabric o f the false partition 
between said lip and said inter nal wing; 

wherein the lip is approximatel y flat, an internal face of the lip being 
a pproximately parallel to an external fa ce of the lip; wherein the lip of the jcjnt 
extends a p proximately perpendic ular to the external wing; 
wherein: 

the lip has a free edge that is disposed inside the groove; 
a free edge of the lip is in support against the internal wing of the groove 
opposite the external wing. 

41. (Currently Amended) Rail ooction according to cla i m A. A rail section for 
stretched fabric false partitions affixe d to a mounting surface, said rail section 
comprising: 

a groove defined bv an internal wing, an external wina and a base: 

an interval adjacent to the external wing a nd separating the externa I wing 

from a mounting surface: 

a joint including a lip, and a flap outside th e groove, said flap extending 
outward from said external wino toward said mounting surface: 

QaiH lin heina sha ped and configured to pinch ^ fabric of the false partition 
between said lip and said internal wing; 

wherein the lip is approximately flat, a n internal fane of the lip being 
approximately parallel to an exte rnal face of the lip: 

wherein: 

the lip of the joint extends at an angle of less than 65° with respect to the 

external wing; 

the lip has a free edge that is placed inside the groove; 
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the free edge of the lip is in support against the internal wing of the groove 

opposite the external wing; 

the external wing has an extreme portion, the lip projecting from saic extreme 

portion. 

42. (Currently Amended) Rail section according t n rl nim 1 A rail section for 
strejchgd fabric false nations affixed to * mounting surface, said rail sect. ™ 
comprising: 

a nroove defined bv an int e rnal wino. an external wing and a base; 

gn interval adjacent to the external wi ng and separating the external wing 

from a mounting surface; 

a joint including a li p- and a flan outejdg the groove said flap extencing 
outward from *aid external wing toward said mounting surface; 

say lip being shaned and confi gured to pinch the fabric of the false nartitjon 
hetween sa id li p and sai d internal wing; 

wherein: 

the lip of the joint comprises an internal face orientated towards the base of 
the groove and an external opposing face, the internal face and the exterral face of 
the lip not being parallel to each another; 

the internal face of the lip of the joint extends approximately perper dicular to 

the external wing; 

the lip has a free edge that is disposed inside the groove; 

the free edge of the lip is in support against the internal wing of the groove 
opposite the external wing. 

43. (Currently Amended) Rai l o o ction occor rJiiiy t o claim n, r hn m ct n r isod in that: 
* raj] ^tinn for stretched fahrir. false partitions affixed to a mounting suiface, said 

rail section comprising: 

a g roove defined bv an intern *! wina. an ex— 1 wjng ™« * base an interval 
^ h ^„t t„ th» vernal wino a nH separating thp external wing from a mounting 
surface; 

a j oint including a lin. and a flan outside the groove, s aid flap extejidjng 
outward from said external wing toward said mounting surface; 

Said lio being sh a ped and confi gured to oinch the fabric of the false partition. 
hPW.en said lip an d said internal wing; 
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wherein the lip of the joint comnrises an inte rnal face orientated towards the 
base of the groove and an external oppo sing face, the internal face and the external 
face of the joint not being parallel to each other, whe rein the internal face ol the lip of 
the joint extends approximately perpendicula r to the external wing; 

the internal face of the lip of the joint extends at an angle less than 65° with 
respect to the external wing; 

the free edge of the lip is disposed inside the groove; 

the free edge of the lip is in support against the internal wing of the g roove 

opposite the external wing; 

the external wing has an extreme portion, the lip projecting from said extreme 

portion; 

the external face of the lip of the joint extends approximately perpendicular to 
the internal and external wings of the groove. 

44. (Currently Amended) Ra i l ooction oocord i n g t o claim 2> whorein: A nail section 
for stretched fabric false partitions affix ed to a mounting surface, said rail s action 
comprising: 

a groove defined bv an internal wino. an extern a l wina and a base; an interval 
adlacent to the external wing and separating the e xternal wing from a mou iting 
surface; 

a joint including a lip, and a flap outside the groove, said flap extenc inq 
putward from said external wino toward s aid mounting surface; 

said Hp being shaped and configured to pinch the fp hrir. of the false partition 
between said lip and said internal wing; 

wherein the cross-section of said groove is in g eneral shaped like a V or Li- 
the extreme portions of the lateral wa lls of the groove opposite the base wall of the 
groove defining an openinn at least partially sealed of f h Y tha joint retaining the edge 

of the stretched fabric; 

the lip comprises a first and a second lip, each lip projecting from e ther one of 
the internal or external wings of said groove, an internal face of the first lip being 
orientated towards the base of the groove and slanted with respect to at loast one of 
the wings, an external face of the second lip opposite the base wall of the groove 
being perpendicular to at least one of the wings; 

the first lip has a free edge that is in support against the internal whg of the 
groove opposite the external wing; 

9 
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the internal face of the first lip is slanted at an angle of less than 65* «tth 

respect to the external wing; 

the external wing has an extreme portion, the first and second lips p. oject.ng 

from said extreme portion. 

45 (Currently Amended) Rati-seetio*. acc ordi ng to chi P F^herete A^uUecfign 
w gfistctied fabric false partitions affixed to a mounting surface^ajd^ictign 

romorising: . . 

a nmove defr-* h Y ~ iHttmil wina. an Pvtemal wing and a base; interval 
.^^U^^ separating the ext ernal win g from a mou nfing 

surface; 

pint inglydjpg a Up, j fl^D outside the groove, said flap extend ing 
outward from said gjdernaj win n to w ard said mounting surface; 

hrinn gn n nnntmt„Bd to pi nch the fabrtefl Obftlto JSatjQQ 

hAtwaen said "p said internal wing; 

irfhrr ^ the cjass.secton of sa j d g r oove i s in general shaped like £ .VorU, 
«h» ^r,m, portion - lateral wall, of the groove opposite the base w jllof_the 
H.t.nina a n cr— 1 - Hast n.rti.llv se aled off hy the joint retainir gjhe^dge 

of the stretched fabric; 

the lip comprises a first and second lip, each lip projecting from either one of 
the internal or external wings of said groove and having an internal face opposite the 
base of the groove and an external opposing face; 

the first and second lips being approximately symmetrical with res >ect to a 
plane perpendicular to the base of the groove and extending halfway between the 
internal and external wings of the groove; 

the internal face of at least one of the lips being slanted by an ancle of less 
than 65° with respect to the internal or external wing from which the slaved Hp 
extends; 

the external face of at least one of the two lips extends perpend.c Jlar to 
internal or external wing from which lips extend; 

the internal and external wings of the groove are made of an approximately 
rigid material selected from the group comprising metal alloys and rigid polymers, the 
joint being made of a substantially flexible material, such as a flexible polymer; 
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. the rail section is obtained by co-extrusion or duplicate moulding of different 
materials, namely a first material constituting the substantially rigid wings ol the 
groove, and a second material constituting the joint; 

the wings of the groove are made of a rigid PVC-based material, the joint 
being made of a flexible PVC; 

said internal wing being approximately parallel to a lower portion of the 
external wing, and an upper portion of the external wing comprising a C-shsiped 
groove able to receive means for assembling two rail sections. 
46-48 (Cancelled) 
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